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Leadership Section:
I have been a member of DECA for two years. My first year in DECA I placed third in
Business Finance at my district competition allowing me to compete at the state level.
This year I placed first in marketing communications at district, third in marketing
communications at state, and was able to compete amongst the top competitors at the
international level. I have been a member of my school’s History Academic Superbowl
team for two years. Last year we placed first and this year we placed second among the
schools in our district. I am a member of National Honor Society. I was also a part of my
schools JV and Varsity volleyball teams for two years. I was in German Club for one
year. I have maintained a high enough GPA to be able to attended my school’s
academic awards banquet all four years of my high school career.
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Professional and Career Goals

I plan to attend Indiana University to obtain a Bachelor's degree in
accounting.

Mathematics has always been my biggest strength in school and I have always known I
wanted to use that skill in my future career. Accounting sparked my interest because I was
able to take an accounting course during my junior year in high school. I found this course
challenging, but also interesting and useful in growing my knowledge in business
mathematic topics. During my junior year I also joined DECA, a business-based group that
helps students connect to the real business world. My experience within this group has
greatly strengthened my passion for business and the topics that surround accounting.
Through DECA I have networked with other business students and professionals in the
business world. I have been able to compete in two different DECA events at the state
level and had the opportunity to compete at the international level in April. I am also
currently an intern in the accounting office at Timberland Lumber Company. This
experience has allowed me to gain more knowledge of the day-to-day tasks of accounting.
All of these experiences have led me to develop large academic, professional, and career
goals. In college, I plan to focus my all of my energy and efforts on building my knowledge
in the many sectors of business and finding success working with new peers and
professors. I plan to do this by staying on top of my academic commitments and working
hard to create strong relationships with those around me. I also hope to gain leadership
skills as I work in new groups and join a variety of campus clubs. I plan to work on
effective communications skills, as well as strengthening my public speaking skills. I will
be able to accomplish these goals by taking different business and public speaking
classes. I hope to navigate my occupational options by interning with several different
companies, within several different areas of work. My goal is to hopefully connect with a
company within my internship program and be contracted to work for them full time.
Overall my goals are to maintain high grades throughout college, excel in my course work,
connect with my new peers, establish strong relationships with my professors, network
with different companies, and work my way into a successful career within the business
world.



Michael ‘Ben’ Reed 3150 West SR 340 Brazil, IN 47834 reedmic@clay.k12.in.us 812-208-7725
5/10/2024 

Dear Scholarship Committee, 

I am writing to highly recommend Emily Ringo for the Blair F. Collins scholarship. I have had
the privilege of knowing her for 4 as her teacher and DECA advisor. I have witnessed her
outstanding academic achievements, leadership skills, and dedication to extracurricular
activities. 

During her time in high school, Emily has been an exemplary member of both the academic
and extracurricular communities. As a dedicated athlete, she not only excelled as a member
of the JV and varsity volleyball teams for two years but also demonstrated her commitment
to community service through volunteering at food drives and youth volleyball camps. Her
leadership on the court mirrors her dedication to excellence in all aspects of life. 

Furthermore, Emily has shown a strong passion for learning and academic excellence. She
was an integral member of the German Club and participated in the Academic Super Bowl
History Team for two years, achieving remarkable 1st and 2nd place finishes. Her consistent
attendance at all four academic banquets is a testament to her commitment to scholastic
achievement.

With a cumulative GPA of 3.952, Emily has demonstrated not only intellectual aptitude but
also a strong work ethic and determination to succeed. Her involvement in DECA, including
attending state competitions both years and qualifying for internationals, showcases her
ability to excel in competitive environments. 

Moreover, Emilys is deeply committed to community service, as evidenced by her volunteer
work at Halloween and Christmas events and her involvement in the National Honor Society,
where she volunteers at a local nursing home. She was pivotal to helping her fellow students
raise money to go to international competition. Her effort made it so no one had to pay for
their travel or lodging. Her dedication to giving back to the community reflects her
outstanding character and integrity.

In conclusion, Emily is an exceptional individual who embodies the qualities of leadership,
academic excellence, and service. She would be a worthy recipient of the Blair F Collins
Scholarship , and I have no doubt that she will continue to make significant contributions to
[his/her] community and beyond. 

Thank you for considering Emily Ringo for this prestigious scholarship. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information. 

Sincerely, 

Michael ‘Ben’ Reed Northview H.S. Business Teacher DECA Advisor



Kim Emmert O’Dell
President
Timberland Lumber Company
53 South Union St.
Brazil, IN 47834

To whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my support for Emily Ringo in her application for the Blair F. Collings
Scholarship. I have known Emily her entire life, as her mother works for us at Timberland
Lumber Company. Emily has proven herself to be an exemplary student-scholar as well as
being an involved community volunteer.

Emily is a member of the National Honor Society and is graduating in the top ten percent of her
class.Emily has also earned the Indiana College Core technical certificate from Ivy Tech. 
Emily has pushed herself academically by taking numerous advanced courses throughout her
high school career. She did this while participating in German Club, volleyball, the history
super bowl team, where she and her team placed 1st her junior year and 2nd her senior year
and DECA, where she placed third at state and went on to compete internationally in
California. 

Through an internship, Emily has also spent her senior year of high school learning the
workings of our business office at Timberland. She has assisted with preparing and completing
journal entries, reconciling bank statements, filing ST-105’s and gathering information for
insurance audits, among other various tasks. Emily always has a positive attitude and is ready
to tackle every assignment she is given.

Emily has also had much community involvement through being a member of National Honor
Society, the volleyball team and DECA. She has volunteered at senior citizen homes by playing
games with residents, assisting with lunch feedings and providing personal care to the female
residents by painting their fingernails and fixing their hair. Emily has also volunteered at youth
volleyball camps and clinics and distributed food to local families during the holiday season.
Being in DECA has also allowed Emily to volunteer on community days. She has assisted with
decorating a parade float and then passing out candy to children and painting children’s faces. 

I highly recommend Emily for the Blair F. Collings Scholarship. I believe her disciplined
approach to learning and community involvement make her particularly well suited to take
advantage of this opportunity.

Sincerely,

Kim Emmert O’Dell




